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REHEARSAL. 


5. The Subject of the Power of the Keys Profecuted. 

2, The Power is Declaratory, and Judicrai. 

3. The Cafe of the Church. pafling Seatence, Clave Errante, . 

4. The Book ofthe Rights calls the Power of the Keys moft Inpiods. Which 
fhew'd. to be ‘faudicial, and with Refpe& to the zext World, 


5. A Waraing to that Author and other ‘Scorzers. 
Ghurch Maguify’d in Holy Scriptures. 


6: God Difpentes His Blefivgsand His 
~He has Appointed. 


Wherein the Diguity .of the 
judgments by the Hands of Men whom 
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wou'd Profecute the 
Subject with which you 
Concluded your faft, the Pemer of Remit- 
ting and‘ Retaining SINS, Granted to the 
Apofties, and Clam'd and Prattic’d by. the! 
Church to this Day; and which is-included) 
in her Cenfures of Excommunication,  &c. For! 
the Book of the Rights lays a Great deal 
of'Load upon this, and Infifts mainly upon 
it. .Therétore 1 wou'd have a Plain and 
Cleat Aifwer to what he fays. 

Rebeatfal. He fpeaks fo much of it, 
and'in fuch “a Declamarory way, That it 
woud Confound an Unwary Reader. But 
1 will Reduce it for you into as Clear a 
Method as 1 can. Therefore you may Com- 
prife the whole of what ke fays upon it 
into thefe two Heads.” 1, The Power it 
felf which is’ Granted by Chri/? to the Charch. 
2.-The Confequences he woud Infer from 
thence, fuppoling fuch a Power to be Granted. 


(1:) ona Ie With, A4afeer, you 


(2.) For the Firff, he Difputes Chap. 2, 
§. 4. &e. p» 68. That this Power of Rempitting 
&e. is only Declaratory, and not Judicial. 
And for the Declaratory Part, he makes 
That Common to all Men. For Every Man may 


Declare the Conditions of Remiffion in the 


Gofpel, as well as an Apoftle, a Bifhop, or any 
Clergy-Man. 

Country-m. And is it not fo? If Decla- 
ring be all, then any Man that Knows may 
Declare. Here isno Peculiarity of Office, or 
any Authority Granted. 

Rehearf. Ther isa Declaratory Powerg which 
is likewife Fudicial. As when a maa Veitec 
with Authority, and Executing the Office of 
a Sudge, do’s Declare the Law, in fach’and 
fuch a Cafe. Such a Declaration isa Sentence, 


‘and has ite- Efe, according tothe Law. 


becaufe he is Empower’d and: Appointed by’ the 
King {0 to do. 

And thus. the.Clergy are Heralds ‘\Apoint- 
ed and Authoriz’d py Chriffy, toProckaim 
His Peace to the World; or» His Wrathyif 
they Obey not... Aud Heshas promis’d to 
Ratife in. Heaven what Lhiey thus: Declare, 
in His Name, upon, Earth. V6 


(3+) Countrysm. But may: they not-Pro- 
claim Peace, when ther is,no Peace ? “And 
fo.on the Coutrary, May» they not Exers 
cife this Power of Remitsng and » Reraining 
very Unjufly? And will mot God Redrets 
this ? Can they Save.or, Damn at their Plei- 
fure ? 

Rehearf. No doubt Godiwill Reverfe any 
| Unjuft Sentence that they..Pafs. He is Xing, 


pthey are but His Admfters.« And the Kine 


may Pardon whom the Fudge has Condewin’a. 
; But this fhews the Sexrence to be Sudi- 
| cial. For nothing, Elfe is ‘Revers’d, or Rever- 
fible. ME 1 fhou’d pats Sentence of Death; Con- 
fifcation, or Jmprifonmext upon you, or you 
upon Me, no Court wou’d Reverfe that Sen- 
tence 5 becaufe it goes for Nothing, we 
having no fuch Authority over Each: other. 
But if a Sentence. pafs bya Lawful Fudge 
sho’ the Sentence be Unjuft, yet it. will take 
Place, unlefs Xevers’d by.an higher Autho- 
ritye And therefore when, a Superior \ Caure 
do’s Reverfe the Sentence. of an Jnferior Court 
or the Xing Grants his Pardon toa Criminal 
Cendemn’d by the Lam, it till fuppofes the 
Sentence, tho’ Revers’d or, Superfeded, to have 
been Judicial. 

And ther needs no exprefsRe/ervation of this 
Supersor Power in the King when he Grants 
any Commiffion, for it is dmply'd. When the 
King Grants Authority to a Subject in fac 





jana fuch Cafes, to A@ under Him, and ‘in 


Thus when a Herat# Reads ‘a Declaration | His Name, it. is ftill the Authority of the 
of War, with ‘the Solemnity appointed, it | King; who.is not Underftood to Leffén his 
Authorizes and Begins the War. You or Ij own Anthority, by Delegating it to othefs. 
may “Read fuch*a Declaration 4s well and as | Therefore he makes no Refervation or Sa- 
Loud as the Herald. But the Difference is, | ving of his own, Supream Aasherity, when he 
ourKeading Signifies nothing, has noF fect at all, | gives out Commuffions, either. Civil or Atihi- 


But the Herald’s Reading it, makes it War, { tary. That woud feem to imply, as if;fuch 
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a Refervation were Neceffary, and that other- 
wife the King wou'd Preclude his own An- 
thority. 

This obviats all the Objeffions of the 
Church wfing the Power of the Keys UN- 
FUSTLY. The Supreaws Authority of Chrift 
the King, is {ill Jmply’d ad Suppos’d, who 
ts not Ty’d up by any Unjuft Sengnce, fhe | 
pafles, or Clave Enrante, as the Phrafe of 
the Schools is. For while the Adminiftration 
of Government is committed into the Hands 
of Aen, it is lyable to Aiftakes and Er- 
vors; And Men may be Condemn’d by Falfe 
Witneffes, tho’ the Fudge be Uncorrupt. 

Therefor when Chrijt Promiles to Ratify’ 
in Heaven the Sentence the Church fhall pals 
on Earth, it is ftill fuppos’d, That . the 
Sentence be pafs’d Fuftly, and Clave non Errante. 


(4-) Country-m. The Book of the Rights 
comes up to this Diftixétion, Chap. 2. § 
10. And fays, p. 73. Bat sf God will not 
Reward a Good Man, nor Punifh an Ill Man, 
more or lefs for their (the Churches) Decrees; 
what can be move Abfurd than to call that 
4 Fudicial Power , which bas no manner of 
Effet or Operation? And p- 74. he Calls it 
The impious Pretence which can be, that 
of Claiming a Gudicial Power with Refpett to 
the next World. 

Rebearf. Thus then he calls that Solemn 
Inveftiture of the Apoffles with this Power, 
in molt Expre/s words, which I gave you 
in thy Laft; And which he has Studioufly 
Conceal’'d, and not fo much: as Mention’d 
through his whole Book, 1 wou'd fain know 
what he means by Ratifying in Heaven, 
by giving the Keys of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. \s not this with Refpect to the Next 
World! Efpecially when this World is put 
into the Comparifon, That what you Bind 
on Earth, fhall be Bound in Heaven. And 
was it not a Judicial Power Christ {poke 
of when He told the <Apofles, Ye flail fit 
én twelve Thrones Judging the twelve Tribes of 
Ifrael? And what the Apoftle faid, (1. Cor. 
vi. 2, 3-) That the Saints hall Judge the 
Worlds And, Know ye not that we fhall Fudge 
Angels? Was not this a Fudicral Power, 
and with Refpeft to the mext World? As 
Chrift has Delegated His Power to His Church 
upon Earth; and Promis’d to Ratify Her 
Semeence in Heaven, to fhew , That who- 
ever Defpifés Her; Defpifes Him; And 
that is fhall be more Tolerable for Sodom 
and Gomorrah than for fach: So will He 
make Her His Afffors im the great Fudg- 
ment, atid She firall pals Sentence with Him, 
upon the wicked World, which Di/pis’d Her, 
and upon the Apoftat Angels. 


(5.) Let the Author of the Rights, and 
thofe who fit im the Seat of Scorners with 
him, now fee what they have Ridicald, 
what they have Blafpbem’d, and calPd AMof 
Impions, the Claiming a Gudicial Power with 
Refpett to the Next World! Let them fee 
this Power given by Chriff, in moft Solemn 
manner, the. fame Day He Refe from the 
Dead, and bad: Compleated His Vséory over 
Sin, Death, and- Hell; And was Invefted 
thereby. with. all Power. in. Heaven, and in 
Earth; And. purfuaat-to it, He extended 


the Commiffion He thea Rave Ovt te Borh tiy 
His Coming again. Ae which time He wij 


in His Throne (as He is fet down with the Fath, 
in His Throne) And as Affefors with Hin, 
and Judges under. Him, to maké p 
Court ot Heaven, and to Exeenre the, f 
tence they had pals’d upoa Earth, by _ 
Commiffion and Authority, which will the, 
be Vindicated to Eternity. This is the Chant 
thefe Scormers have Trod under their Fee: ‘and 
made a Proverb of Repro. ch! Becaufe they B 

lieve not the Scriptures, nor the Power of Ged. 
but Blafpheme His Chrift, and call Him 4 
Slave | 1 will therefor Conclude with them 
as St. Paul did with the harden’ Jems at 
Antioch, (Act. xiii. 40, 41.) Beware ‘ther. 
for left that come upon you which is fooken of 
in the Prophets; Beheld-ye Defpifers,: andWoty 
der, and Perifh; for I work @ work: in your 
Day:, a work which ye fhall im no wife’ By. 
liewe, though a Adan Declare it wnto yon, 


ae 


(6) Country-m. They will iz no wife Br. 
lieve, That. “the Shona of a one oe 
Reach to the other World. For, as this Book 
of the Rights fays, Chap..2. § 5. p, 67 
God only can Infié Eternal. Punifhment. 

Rehearf. But may He not do- it by the 
Hands of Aen? This has been His Method 
from the Beginning of the World, and will 
‘to the End. He wou’d not heal Abimelech 
(tho’ He knew the Jntegrity of his Heant) 
till Abraham Pray’d for him, for faid God 
he is a Prophet and he fhall Pray for. thee, and 
thon fhalt Live. (Gen. xx. 6. 7.) Thus God 
order’d the Friends of Feb, to Go to Sob 
and get him to Pray for them, for him will 
I accept, faid God. (Fob. xl ii. 8.) The 
People were not to offer Sacrifice for their 
own Sins. Nay it was Death for them to 
Approach the Altar, But their Sacrifees 
were Accepted, when Offer’d by the Hands 
of the Priests. And Chri fays, (Feb. ¢. 
22. 27,) That the Father Fudgeth no Man 
but hath Committed all Fade ment unto de 
Son—— becaufe he is the Son of Man. 
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Grant to His Spoufe the Church, to Si withHi», + 


taining a full and Impartial Account — 
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